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PAYROLL TAX 
Statement 

HON ROBIN SCOTT (Mining and Pastoral) [10.07 pm]: Over the last few days I have been listening intently 
to the Victorian opposition leader, Mr Matthew Guy, in the lead-up to the Victorian state election. Addressing the 
Victorian Liberal Party faithful in Ivanhoe, he explained that he had signed an agreement with the Nationals 
vowing stability and unity, to lower the cost of living, to reduce traffic congestion and to control population growth, 
and to even cut registration fees for young drivers. His vision for Victoria is a state of cities, not a city of state. 
Keeping in mind that Victoria is only 237 620 square kilometres, people can drive to anywhere in Victoria in the 
same day. Victoria could fit into WA more than 11 times. To get to our northern regional towns, it takes more than 
three days, and to get to our northern regional communities, it can take up to a week. 
Former Premiers of Victoria attended—Mr Jeff Kennett, Mr Ted Baillieu and Mr Denis Napthine—and the federal 
Treasurer, Josh Frydenberg. Just to balance the books, he also mentioned a few nasty things about the Labor Party. 
But the most important change will be to payroll tax, or as I like to call it “payroll fine”. He is proposing a payroll tax 
of one per cent in regional Victoria regardless of the number of employees or where people are in the region. Here 
is a man of the future, a man who can see the benefits of encouraging people and businesses to regional Victoria. 
My payroll tax motion was shot down by the coalition and the Labor Party, albeit gently. I was not angry or 
frothing at the mouth at the defeat. I had convinced myself that the senior politicians, not by age but by terms in 
Parliament, knew best. This thought is slowly fading. I would welcome Mr Guy to WA. We need people like him 
to grow our state to its full potential. International companies may be deciding where to set up in Australia. We 
want them in regional WA, to set up in Broome, Karratha, Kununurra and Kalgoorlie. But now we run the risk of 
losing them to Victoria. WA is earning its reputation as “wait a while”. Why do we have to wait for other states 
and territories to make changes? The people in this state are the hardest workers. We have the richest state, yet we 
are always dragging our feet when it comes to change or making a difference. 
The PRESIDENT: Before I give the call to Hon Alison Xamon, I remind members about the standing orders on 
reading speeches. 
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